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SUBJECT:PROPOSAL FOR UN TO PAY COSTS OF CONFERENCES IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

1 . IN A MEETING WITH INDIAN AMBASSADOR KEWAL SINGH NOV- 
EMBER 30, IO ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEWIS RAISED QUESTION 
OF EGYPTIAN INITIATIVE IN FIFTH COMMITTEE TO HAVE UN 
PICK UP COSTS OF UN CONFERENCES HELD IN THE DEVELOPING 
WORLD. LEWIS SAID WE OPPOSED THIS PROPOSAL NOT ONLY 
BECAUSE OF CONSIDERATIONS OF ECONOMY, BUT ALSO BECAUSE 
IT WOULD RESULT IN AN EXTRAORDINARY DRAIN ON THE HUMAN 
RESOURCES OF THE SECRETARIAT. WE BELIEVE THIS ARRANGE- 
MENT WOULD ENCOURAGE SMALLER NATIONS TO VIE FOR UN 
CONFERENCES, AND THAT THIS COULD RESULT IN UNDER- 
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YORK, GENEVA AND ELSEWHERE. HE STRESSED THAT WE COULD 
ALSO ANTICIPATE FAR LESS EFFICIENCY FROM SECRETARIAT 
PERSONNEL WHO COULD FREQUENTLY BE PULLED AWAY FROM THEIR 
DESKS TO STAFF CONFERENCES IN FAR-OFF PLACES. 

2. LEWIS SAID WE UNDERSTOOD THAT INDIA WAS ONE OF THREE 
OR FOUR COUNTRIES PLANNING TO PUSH THIS PROPOSAL IN NEW 
YORK THIS WEEK. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE TERRIBLY 
DAMAGING TO THE UN'S ABILITY TO DO ITS WORK. IT COULD 

ALSO LEAD TO INCREASED TROUBLE WITH OUR CONGRESS, WHICH 
MIGHT OBJECT TO PAYING OUR SHARE OF THESE COSTS. 

3. SINGH REPLIED THAT THE POINTS MADE SEEMED VERY VALID. 

HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH 
INDIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UN JAIPAL AND THAT HE WOULD 
ALSO REPORT OUR VIEWS TO HIS GOVERNMENT. 
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